
DO NOT WRITE ON ME!! 
Plates & Boundaries 

 
The earth's continents are constantly moving due to the motions of the tectonic 

plates. Closely examine the map below, which shows the 15 major tectonic 
plates. 

 As you can see, some of the plates contain continents and others are mostly under 
the ocean. The type of crust that underlies the continents is called continental crust, 
while the type found under the oceans is called oceanic crust. Continental crust is 
thicker — about 20 to 40 miles (35 to 70 km) thick — and usually older than oceanic 
crust, which is only 4 to 6 miles (7 to 10 km) thick. All the plates have names, usually 
referring to landmasses, oceans, or regions of the globe where they are located.  
 The border between two tectonic plates is called a boundary. All the tectonic plates 
are constantly moving — very slowly — around the planet, but in many different 
directions. Some are moving toward each other, some are moving apart, and some are 
sliding past each other. Because of these differences, tectonic plate boundaries are 
grouped into three main types.   - www.learner.org/interactives/dynamicearth/plate.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What are plate tectonics? 
The theory of plate tectonics is a interesting story of continents drifting from place to place 
breaking apart, colliding, and grinding against each other. The plate tectonic theory is supported 
by a wide range of evidence that considers the earth's crust and upper mantle to be composed of 
several large, thin, relatively rigid plates that move relative to one another. The plates are all 
moving in different directions and at different speeds. Sometimes the plates crash together, pull 
apart or sideswipe each other. When this happens, it commonly results in earthquakes.  
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
	  


